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Melissa Rogosjewski, Milan, NY 

 

I would like to know if any, any of the following books are available in any of the School libraries in this 

district? 

1. It's perfectly normal 

2. This Book is Gay 

3.Sex, Puberty and All that Stuff 

4. Forever 

 

Can this school board attest to the fact that none of these are currently, or will be, in the School libraries? 

 

Question 2 --- 

CRT is being taught in Carmel, NY Is it also being taught here? 

 

Question 3 --- 

Why is meeting being held on line when Covid in the state is at .0003%? 

I think the parents feel safe attending an in-person meeting. Why doesn't the School board? 

 

Board Response 

 

Dear Ms. Rogosjewski, 

 

Thank you for reaching out.  The role of any board of education is to set policies that govern the 

operations of the district.  Day-to-day operations such as curriculum development and purchases of 

materials are at the discretion of the administration.  Therefore, the board can neither confirm nor deny 

whether these books are available, nor can we speak to curriculum.   

 

The decision to return to remote meetings was made due to increasing tensions among members of the 

audience.  These tensions resulted in a near-altercation that was prevented only by the quick actions of 

deputies at our last meeting.  The health and safety of our community is a priority. Therefore, we are 

going back to remote meetings at this time. 

 

Please note that the community is welcome to reach out to us at any time via email.  The district has 

created an email account specifically for public comment at board meetings. Letters received as public 

comment on the day of our meetings will be posted on our website along with their responses.  

 

Again, thank you for reaching out. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Anne K. Arent 

President, Board of Education 

 

Administration Response 

 

Question 1:  Status of Books 
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1. It's perfectly normal (not stocked) 

2. This Book is Gay (ebook) 

3.Sex, Puberty and All that Stuff (not stocked) 

4. Forever (stocked but listed as missing) 

 

Question 2:  Critical Race Theory 

 

No, CRT is not being taught in the Pine Plains Central School District. The Pine Plains CSD teaches the 

New York State Education Department (NYSED) Standards. The NYSED is responsible for setting 

student learning expectations (standards) for what all students should know and be able to do at each 

grade level for each subject. CRT is not included in the NYSED Standards.   

 

Anthony Sarnicola, from Stanfordville. 

 

I would just like to thank the board for returning to remote meetings.  I know that many of us are interested in 

the BOE meetings but because of our busy work schedules and other commitments it isn’t always possible to 

attend in person.  I appreciate your foresight and support the decision. 

 

 Board Response  

  

Dear Mr. Sarnicola, 

 

Thank you for reaching out regarding our decision to switch to remote meetings.  Holding our 

meetings virtually is the best way for us to conduct our board business at this time while also 

ensuring the health and safety of the public. 

We appreciate your interest in the district.  Thank you for reaching out. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Anne K. Arent 

President, Board of Education 

Pine Plains Central School District 

 

 

 

Sara Love, Clinton Corners 

 

I just wanted to first say thank you to this board for persevering through this pandemic.  I am grateful that all of 

you have stuck with our community, when you all could easily have resigned and left us without anyone to 

navigate this unprecedented difficult time.  The treatment that all of you have received from a select few within 

our community is shocking to so many of us.  The utter lack of decency and respect that these people from the 

audience have displayed over the last several months at the Board of Education meetings is disheartening at 

best.  Watching this behavior escalate to the point of threatening physical harm to this board is truly 

sickening.  Their actions are those of school yard bullies and if this is how they, as parents, are acting out, what 

is that saying to their children who look to them as role models?  Anyone in this community that continues to 

associate with those who are using disrespectful, abusive language, even threatening physical harm to this 

board, I feel, are just as despicable as the perpetrators. I hope that these select few people gain the maturity to 

put their bad behavior and emotions in check.  I fully understand and support why this board has been forced, 
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for their own safety, to go to remote virtual meetings.  Thank you again to this board for their continued 

dedication to trying to do what is best for our children and our community at large.  Please know that we need 

you and appreciate you. 

 

Board Response 

 

Dear Ms. Love, 

 

Thank you for your note regarding our decision to switch over to public meetings.  It was not an easy 

decision to make, but one we felt was necessary at this time.  The safety of our community members, 

staff, and the board itself is our priority. Hopefully, we will be able to return to in-person in the near 

future.  

Again, we appreciate your support.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Anne K. Arent 

President, Board of Education 

Pine Plains Central School District  

 

 

Nathan Lavertue, Stanfordville 

 

I would like to acknowledge all the members of the board of education for their continued passion, diligence 

and devotion to the staff and students of the district.   

 

Navigating the pandemic has not been easy. And sometimes fearful. Yet you have continued forward with a 

unified goal and I would like to thank you for what is often a thankless duty.  

 

Board Response 

 

Dear Mr. Lavertue, 

 

Thank you so much for your kind note.  As you pointed out, the pandemic has presented challenges for 

school districts across the country, and we are no exception.  Throughout the last 18 months, we have 

worked to ensure the health and safety of our staff and students while navigating the many issues 

surrounding the pandemic.  We appreciate you taking the time to acknowledge our efforts.   

 

Thank you again for your interest in the district and for taking the time to reach out. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Anne K. Arent 

President, Board of Education 

Pine Plains Central School District 

 

 

 


